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Instrumentation 
 

2 Flutes (2nd doubling Piccolo) 
2 Oboes (2nd doubling Cor Anglais) 

2 Clarinets in B♭ (2nd doubling Bass Clarinet in B♭) 
Saxophone quartet: soprano, alto, tenor, baritone 
2 Bassoons 
 
4 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in B♭ 
3 Trombones 
Tuba 
 
Timpani (doubling whip) 
2 percussionists 
 

Tuned: xylophone, glockenspiel, marimba, vibraphone, crotales (bowed), bell plate (any low D♮) 
Untuned: snare drum (brushes + sticks), temple blocks (any three pitches), bass drum, vibraslap, at least three assorted cymbals for 
improvisation (e.g. splash, crash, ride, sizzle, hi-hat), shaker, thunder sheet, ratchet, tenor drum, whip (played by timpanist only) 
 

Harp* 
 
Strings 
 

* The lowest strings of the harp should be tuned to C and D♭. They should be prepared with a long strip of strong tinfoil woven 
between them with one end touching the soundboard and the other the pillar to generate an extended fizzing/buzz when the 
lowest strings are played. 
 

 
 
 

Programme note 
 

This is a piece about séances, constellations, seagulls, mania, black holes, the concept of time, seaweed, being sad, the materiality 

of empty space, scarves, conspiracy theories, double espressos, ghosts, ambulances, rosemary, rain, Glenmorangie whisky, 

unrequited love, entropy, Facebook Messenger, Breton shirts, shadows, white noise, stained glass, topological insulators, lobsters, 

the Overground, why everything I like is metamodern, magic, botanical gardens, and I Know The End by Phoebe Bridgers. 

 

KM 
London, March 2024
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Flute 1

Flute 2/Piccolo

Oboe 1

Oboe 2/Cor Anglais

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2/Bass Clarinet

in Bb

Soprano Saxophone

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Horn 1

Horn 2

Horn 3

Horn 4

Trumpet in Bb 1

Trumpet in Bb 2

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Trombone 3

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Harp

Solo Violin 1

Violin 1

Solo Violin 2

Violin 2

Solo Viola

Viola

Solo Cello
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Solo Double Bass

Double Bass
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∑
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molto sul tasto

non vib.

adding vib... molto vib.
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ad lib. harmonic gliss, up and down on open string

experiment with different speeds

very fast, light bow
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unis.
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exploratory,

fading in and out of view
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(s.p.)

experiment with different speeds

slow down, speed up...
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unis.
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very, very slow bow

fuzzy, nearly pitchless sound

should sound scratchy, a bit horrible
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from here to the end, it's DEMONIC IMPROV.

it needs to be super scratchy, fast, wild, crazy, pitchless, unpredictable, horrible, scraping, squealing chaos

think: overpressure, molto sul pont., trems, trills, glisses, bounces, arpeggios over all four strings, huge leaps,

explorating the very top of your range, etc...

follow the dynamics given
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Almost static (q = c.80)
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bowed, let ring

Crotales

3
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&

soft mallets

increase/decrease roll speed ad lib.

Vibraphone (no motor)

&

3
3 3

?

E§ F# G§ A§

D§ C# B§

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

(foil buzz)

∑ ∑ ∑

&



molto flautando

white sounds with some pitch

vary speed ad lib. to encourage overtones

gently cresc./decresc. ad lib.

unis.



sim.

>

T
Almost static (q = c.80)

&



molto flautando

white sounds with some pitch

vary speed ad lib. to encourage overtones

gently cresc./decresc. ad lib.

unis

> > >

B

loud enough to be disruptive,

not so loud that you drown everyone else out

keep going!

(it's just you now)

gradually getting a bit calmer...

B ∑



molto flautando

white sounds with some pitch

vary speed ad lib. to encourage overtones

gently cresc./decresc. ad lib.
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. . . .
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molto flautando

white sounds with some pitch

vary speed ad lib. to encourage overtones

gently cresc./decresc. ad lib.
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molto flautando

white sounds with some pitch

vary speed ad lib. to encourage overtones
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improvise! (still bowed)

continue similarly, on these notes

keep it delicate and v. sparse
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slowing right down...
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