
 

 

KIT McCARTHY 

 

 

 

 

Magnetic Ribbon 

for vocal octet 

 

 

 

(2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



© Copyright Kit McCarthy 2024 

All text by the composer. 

 

Duration: c. 7’ 

 
 

for EXAUDI 
 

 

Performance notes 
 

• “N’n’na”— This direction appears throughout. For this, sing a continuous ‘nn,’ constantly 

interrupting by irregular stuttering ‘naa’s.1 A graphic representing this technique’s 

irregularity appears the first time the direction is used in each part. Breathe as needed 

during long notes. 

• “Half-whistle”— For this, aim for a half-pitched/half-unpitched sound between 

whistling and exhaling. 

• “Faint whistling, like the wind”— Again, this should be a half-pitched whistle, 

approximately following the given contour. It should sound organic and wild; don’t try to 

tune to the surrounding chords. 

• Spoken text— Spoken text appears above single-line staves. The speech should be clear 

but conversational. 

• Microtones— The piece uses standard quarter- and three-quarter-tones. The exact tuning 

is not essential; rather, these just need to sound like a slight detuning or pitch bend. 

• Third-line techniques— Any technique notated with a cross notehead on the third line 

is unpitched (e.g. “shh,” baritone, bar 52). 

• Final inhale— The inhale in the final bar should be very quiet – more felt than heard. 

 

 

 
1 For reference, this is the same sound as at the start of Kangaru by Jóhann Jóhannsson, or in the first 25 seconds of 
The Flood Is Following Me by Caroline Shaw. 



 

Programme note 
 

This is a piece about geometry, tape saturation, the double bass, oatcakes, the Studer A80 tape 

machine, motion, meteorology, cassettes, vocoders, felt, noise, cinema sound systems, 

kaleidoscopes, dance, wow-and-flutter, London streets, radioactivity, film grain, and the Sylvan 

Esso song, Make It Easy. 

 

KM 
London, November 2023 
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